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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s)

1. To approve the disposal of land in Grantham (outlined in red on the plan at 
appendix 1 to the report)



1 The Purpose of the Report
1.1 To obtain authority for the disposal of land as described and highlighted in red on the plan 

attached at Appendix 1.
1.2 The land in question forms part of a road and is accessible off Earlesfield Lane, Grantham. 

The road has been adopted as a Public Highway by Lincolnshire County Council (LCC) 
and LCC could apply for a stopping up order following the disposal to alleviate any repair 
and maintenance liability. 

1.3 The section of land is part of a turning point at the end of the road. There is no through-
road. All rights and restrictions over the land will pass with the transfer of the land.

1.4 Travellers have recently been removed from the land following their unlawful occupation.  
This caused disruption and damage and nuisance to the local residents.   Although, it is 
LCC who are currently responsible for preventing this encampment and removing any 
unauthorised persons from the site, there has been a joint approach taken.

1.5 A local business has expressed an interest in purchasing the land. Terms have been 
agreed to dispose of the land as per the heads of terms dated 11th December 2019, 
attached in exempt Appendix 2. This purchase would allow the business to closely 
monitor and manage the land.

1.6 The land is currently used as an access road only and not to park, block or store any items 
on the land.

1.7 The disposal price is set out in the draft heads of terms at appendix 1 and subject to a 
covenant restricting the use of the land as a road only and not to park, block or store any 
items on the land which prevent the use of the land as a turning point for cars and other 
vehicle activity. 

1.8 Completion will be scheduled for 3 months after Exchange of Contracts. Upon the 
completion of the sale of the land, SKDC will cease to have any ongoing liability for the 
maintenance, repair and statutory compliance.

1.9 The purchaser will take on the full responsibility for the land including cleaning and 
maintenance.

2 Available Options Considered
2.1 No other options for the disposal have been considered. The business in Grantham that 

would like to acquire the land owns the land adjacent and by transferring the land to them 
will give them greater control.

3 Preferred Option
3.1 To dispose of the land in line with the heads of terms attached in Appendix 2.

4 Reasons for the Recommendation (s)
4.1 The land is owned by SKDC. The Council has the power to dispose of land in accordance 

with s123 of the Local Government Act 1972.

4.2 The proposed purchaser approached SKDC to purchase the land after recent disruption 
from travellers. The Council is seeking to sell the land to the purchaser for less than best 
value because the land is surplus to requirements and SKDC has no intended future use 
of the road. By disposing it to the purchaser they would have more options to take action 
against the unauthorised use of the land.



5 Financial Implications 
5.1 The financial implications of this disposal are detailed in the body of this report.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim Director of Finance

6 Legal and Governance Implications 
6.1 There are no legal implications other than those set out within the report.

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shelley Hardy, Legal Executive

7 Equality and Safeguarding implications
7.1 None

8 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 
Council’s declaration of a climate emergency?

8.1 There are no carbon benefits for disposing of the land.
9 Appendices
9.1 Appendix 1 – outline plan showing land for disposal

9.2 Appendix 2 – Heads of Terms

This appendix is exempt under paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
1972 as amended because it contains information relating to financial matters relating to 
the disposal of the land. This exemption will be reviewed once the sale has completed. 

Date decision due to be made Tuesday 7 April 2020
Call-in deadline Monday 20 April 2020

Report Timeline: 

Date decision effective (subject to call-in) Tuesday 21 April 2020
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